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Bren which the wiſe Mes of Bae, 
bel! s the Aſtrologers the Chaldaunr 
and Soothſayers, - could'not- expound; but Which 

ophet ite! tered by che unefring Inſpi 

ior King, tae Go: rom chence forearm 

that >(to- puniſh his Pride, and to 
h dn uncontrdulable Power had de- 
— to ta * away tem hin 
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for a Seaſon, and to reduce him to ect 


State of Contempt and Wretchedneſs. That 
e he ſhould be driven from the Converſation of 
„Men; that his Dwelling ſhould be with the 
« Beaſts of the Field; that he ſhould eat Graſs 
as the Ox, and for ſeven Days, that is, (in 
the prophetical Style) ſeven Years, © he ſhould 
« be wet with the Dew of Heaven. This Pre- 
diction, we find, was accompliſhed; for, * At 
« the end of twelve Months, as he walked in 
the Palace of the Kingdom of Babylon, 
(probably in thoſe celebrated hanging Gardens, 
from whence he had a perfect View of that pom- 
pous City) while elated. wich Pride, he ſaid, Js 
not this Great Babylon. that I have. built far ibe 
Houſe of the Kingdom, by the Might of my Power, 
and for the Honour of my Majeſty & Ar that In- 
ſtant zhere fell a Voice 2577 Heaven, ſaying, 


tA, mw ou uw DD ve 


' & ©. 


A.S om GG 


O King Nebuchadnezzar | # tbee it is ſpoken ; 


fame Hour the thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchad- 
nezzar: And, at the appointed Time, the Pur- 1 
poſe of his Puniſhment was likewiſe anſwered; * 
for, At the End of the: Days I lifted up (ſays he 
mine Eyes 10 Heaven, and mine Underſtanding-re D 
turned unto me, and I bleſſed the Moft High, and f 
I praifed and honoured Him that liveth for ever} 
whoſe Dominion is. an: everlaſting Dominion, and| 


hid © 


ry 


hit King dam it Hum Generation. — 
A Inhabitany of the” Earth are refuted as 


nothing: And he (ſays he) doeth according 10 his 
277 the 450 of Heaven, and among the In- 


habizants of dle Barth r Hud none can Wy bis 


Hand, or ſay unto bim, What doeft\tbou ? s 


This was the Occaſion of theſe Words. The 
Senle of them is plain and obvious. 
It is a free 1 explicit Acknowlegement of 


an, Univerſal and Almighty Providence which 
ordereth all Things both in Heaven and Earth, 

” a ee pon this Subject, I ſhall, 

Fin, Briefly, obſervee the deep and hi 


Doctrine is bnilt (laid by Reaſon, and eſtabliſhed 
by Reyelation); as alſo; ſome of the miaſt ſtriking 
outward. Fron ef the Exertion of this Provi 
dence in worldly Affairs 

+1 Secondly, Point out Kune 3 Ian 
a ee into in their Notions concerning 
It, 5} | 17 


: Loftly, Make an An \of what hall 


. at 


be ſaid to the very: partichilar: 
the preſent Time. 


In the f place, then, the Relief of A - 


31 may very truly be ſaid to be deeply 
founded, and firmly eſtabliſhed ;! ſince. it is baile 
on, and is he necellary - unavoidable Conſe- 


quence 


ee 


moveable. Foundation on which this important 


TB) 
quence of, thoſe Attributes or-Qualitive;'1 
are inſeparably voniected wi op ons No 
which werformto ounſclves of a th Mig 

be chief of theſe arc, INI Mom) 

finite: Voodneſs, and Infinite FO. tr. W dd 
That dm e (as „ar ee 
expreſles it); that is, not on atati ut 
aisle in the (läcteſt all; imeſt * ted 
Senſe; ig the evident Conſequence of his Being 
Gov ;-for Wiſdom bens theb ume An | 
the Mind that en e d 


* "Ns 


oper to purſue, 
ipods ths Wonen 

a d may. be remor 
correſpondent” Uſe Jet Progieſſion of the 
Mind; 0 ſhewing what wilt beſt Advance rer 
what is likely to obſtruct⸗ ts Deſtgns. q "This Qu 
ity muſt therefore evidently b Hot only*pre- 
eminent,” but alſo all-per ſect in the Deit ) For, 
as he is the Center of every poſſible Excellence, 
the ſole original Canile of all Flas, beendceſ- 
farily muſt intimately: know aH cen latent 
Powers and Properties; what -every. "particular 
Thing can, or cammot produos Wes pn 
one bearꝭ to another; a Thin ae cofineRed, 
1 e what is fit, or o 


1 End or Purpoſe; for his 1gnorahce | 
could 


N 
ad; GiWiflow! 500 


(cout be appeled even [57 the minteſt Particu- 
lar) might diforder, nay, poſſibly, unhinge the 
whole Frame and'Conſtitiition'of theUiiverſe.- © 
_ Again; Infinize wite Gdodme(s is; and muſt be, as 
elſential to the Divine Native bs infinite Wiſdom; 5 
for What elſe could induce a Being,” in hitnſelf 


2-415 8 


5 letel py,"to create u, ot, whetvercated, 
44 ge us? 'Whence, elle, i is it, that we 2855 
8 and piovs, e Bengt ber it, that 
„ e e are 85 fee, alf and Korner fully made 

„ withi{"many'various — 8 e 


Sienptk 


8 fſurvive even a Gage Day, mot to ſay; 


3 of "When, A bangs wy; ly 
Ie ut even the meaneſt Creature; a endued 
s! ſiſited- to its Nature, 


L wi _ and Appe 

| ade Objects proper Zone proper for its Uſe au Orakifiea. 

. 427 Ie is not of ati Hedveis therefore which 

deflaperho'Glory d, of the Firmidthent/which 

+ Bis Hach wont z ir is hot tkeſe only, T 
er, which demdaſtrate che Goodneſs of God, 

. but even the moſt inſignifeant Animals] bt 0 

7 | noteſt Works of bis Creation the ſmaheſt In- 

be, as well ac the mieſt glerzeäs An e ray, | 

not only the Anina, but Bewege eta 

2 | mated World; and of theſe N only! the call 
Cedar v Bau Vue che yeſt ghrabyvor even 

4 a Blade of Graſs. Wecordiiply*we find the Hol 

4 2 K ele to praiſe Ne 
Go 


Gods _ that * elves are ca pable!6f ſo. 
g but becauſe they par 3 og ample 
7 for our Praiſes = Thankſgiving. ! J olle 
The laſt, Attribute I\mentionsd, das inſeparable 
from the Idea of a God, is Infinite: Power 3 with- 
out which we could not  ©qxiceiye-: him te be a 
happy Being; ſince his, Widdom aight forgifach 
Plans, and his Goodaehs incline} im to will ſuch 
Things, as he might not be alle to perform: 
And, with r. 1 every Divine Attribute 
would loſe its Influence; his Juſtioe weuld ol 
no Object of Fear, or. his Mercy of Love z we 
could not depend upon his Truth, or e in 
his Protection. : 443.) 3:5 {57 203 DIY 2d 
But.this is a Point; the Belief of which.F ned 
not uſe much Pains, to enforce mpon) Chriſtian. 
Hearers: Even the wiſer Pagans. affirmed, that 
there was nothing which the Divine Bower cd 
not effect; that all things (not in them ſelves con- 
tradictory) where to him equally poſſible: And 
the inſpired Writers, in their peculiar Superiority: 
of yo and 1 1 gs W is 8 
onl in Heart, mighty in Stren 
The Lord, the. everlaſting God, the Creutur of the 
Earth (lays. Tſaiab) - faintetb not, nor is weary: 
He removeth (ſays Job the Mountains, and. they 
hnow it not: He Dole the Ear th, and the Pillars. 
theregf iremble:: ind (lays. David) in thi Lord ; 


\ ia ng — » A —_— i .F 19 * 
4 


Wl 
perties Kh 55 


inclu 


ded 


this Being thys 


In” Hur 


ere 


1 1 I- iy 
> TK ht 03 ff Wo Oh © 2 6 } 
12 3 
1 | ates / 3 4 Py U w 4 <a 
* * & 4 f : 4 4 1 4 4 2 3 1 
tothe tar P 
* 7 0 | ' 5 % 7% , 
4. i #4 - 24 


Us 11.1 


Now, ae the Pre 
inſe Parabl 7 Joined, ape Abſolute 1 
5 oy a Deity, and finice 

T's thought fit to 
1375 10 ben 9 


* = 
* " 
. * 
0 


ww; 
y 1 8 5 


Atids it written in er 
e 8 
9 08 2. 
> che 


- — ——— rn en OOO — WII Ie 


— 
EP 0 4d AE EE . 
We a. SS oe orange + _—_— 9 


- 5 121 Fi. 7 


5 the fevers e 


Flu 1 


wile, i V4 ble 8 A he. arder [I f, the 
Earth ger * ae Tas fig 15 
8 each e 2. 


e e 
a rot of Te wes dlſcer * we 
e _ prod ucing Events FA us 3 


. by Ways 


25% » 


17 wo 5 1 8 Gee Far ene ws 
85 iges no. Kan to do Good, or. fur by He al, 


ood 


Cr 
» 


vg ll, 5 52 = 8 55 6 


S888 


[3] 
Goad! which they intend not, or reſtrain them 
from that Evil which they meditate; and thus 
makes them ſby acting ovunter to their own In- 
tentions) become unknowing Inſtruments either 
of the Bleſlings:or the Judgments of Heaven. 
This is 0 in the Occurrences 
pr private, Life, but more remarkably in tlie 
great Changes and Revolutibns in States and Go 
vernments. ON Holy Writ we ſee the Riſe and 
Fall of Empires many Ages foretold, and ſome- 
times the principal Agent (humanly ſpeaking) An 
whom they were to be accompliſhed, mention 
even 1 Name 1 . 008, | —_ Annals of 


as . ee as NN - ml does not ive ud 
acknowler CT viſhle Hand of Gd? 
But leſt in thoſe Events, which in | 
are brought about by the common e of 
Things, the Influence of a Supreme Ruler ſhould 
be over · looked or controverted by ſhort- ſighted 
or ill-judging Men; leſt this, I ſay, ſhould 
happen, God hath not, in any Age of the World, 
left himſelf without a Witneſs of a more extra- 


ordinary, 


% 


LTL 
ordinary, and therefore more convincing Kind ; 
ſuch as Miracles, Prodigies, and the like direct 
Evidences of the immediate Interpoſition of a 
Divine, Supernatural Power, of which we find 
ſo many Inftances in the Scriptures: And if there 
was the leaſt Occaſion to confirm the Belief of 
theſe, by the concurrent Teſtimony of profane 
Hiſtorians, it would be an eaſy Matter to ſhew, 
that, though in thoſeitliere are many Falſhoods 
impoſed upon a credulous World, yet, at the fame 
time, many Facts of this Nature are ſo well at-. 
teſted, that we muſt give our Aſſent to the 
Truth of them, unleſs we run into downright 
Scepticiſm, and, like St. Thomes, will believe 
nothing which we do not ſee and feel. 
Now theſe extroardinary Manifeſtations of the 
Finger of God are commonly the more on- 
-vincing,.-becauſe' they are more ſudden and ſur- 
-prifing 5: for, otherwiſe, the conſtant, regular 
Courſe of Nature is as great, nay, poſſibly, a 
greater Proof of a Providence, than any occa- 
ſional. Interruption of it can be. Thus, the Bunꝰs 
Riſing and Setting at exact particular Periods, and 
the conſequent Viciſſitude of Day and Night, 
from the Creation to this Hour, is, at leaſt, à 
inconteſtable a Probf of the Superintendance of: 
Deity, as the ſtopping of that Luminary, or ol, 
che Earth, (which anſwers the ſame-Purpole)-aff - 


7 1 che conſtant 
| ian ae Reflux of the bel, as. clearly demon- 
G his ruling the Waves tliereof, as theis 
anding as a Wall, on the Right hand 1 

. og r:;the 1/raelites:to pa. 
i But then; the Comet e Wankgs EL con- 
e gantly apptar, and therefore are no longer won - 
de on 3 epary, Day's and. therefore f 
5 on — | mherods dcs by 
being uncommon, alarm andi terrify: In them 
the Lords ſerms to bare his Arm in the Sb of 
all Nations; that weben fee and fear, and do 

q more wickedly.” | DL ha agua 18 
Iſhall now. "(as L prop 2 in the [won place} 
obſerve babs e 2 apt to fal! 
into, in regard to this mioſt important Subject. 

1 Mall mention but Two, augen 
from o oppoſite Cauſes. of 1 Lat 

The __ from an e r 3 05 the 
Depth of human Penetration, ard too implicit 
a Dependance on the imagined Infallibility 
of Maxims, by themſelves. often. aer ofta- 
bliced. COLE 12 22005 £11] 

The e ie "hm fucks af pl 
pulous and rigid Senſe of theſe Matters, as leads 
to Superſtitionꝭ / and other bad Conſeqquence. 
3 relation to the firſt. it muſt (L ap- 
* 


1 261 
rehend) ar to every Man of common Ob- 
2 1 5 in this philoſophical Age, Num- 
bers of Men who indulge themſelves in a great 
Latitude, or (as they chaſe to call it) Freedom 
in Thinking, are thence led to lean too ſecurel 
on the Principles of Science, often falſely ſo 
called, and by that means, are tempted to ima- 
gine, chat they can, without having recourſe to 
a ſupernatural Power, ſufficiently account for all 
Events, whether ordinary or extraordinary 
which happen here below z by which Poſition 
their Belief of. a Providence is greatly weakened 
and confined, if not totally ſuſpend 
Such Di puter of this Word (as St. Paul 
terms them) are to forget, that natural 


Cauſes are but Scha Cauſes; and e 


properly called Second Cauſes, becauſe they ar 

ſubordinate to a Firſt; which gives them all their 
Power and Influence, and is indeed che only true 
Reaſon, why they are, or can be, productive of 
thoſe Effects which ſeem to pr oceed e 


from them. gebe 

Thus they will tell us, EY the Sun in. 
Vapours from the Earth; that theſe Vapours form 
Clouds in the Air; that CFE Clouds diſſolve, and 
fall again in Rain; that theſe Rains water the 
Earth, and are the principal known Cauſe of Ve- 


getation, They will likewiſe aſſign the Cauſes 
of 


* 
ed. 7 IP 


| Ft 17 _ 

8 Winds and Storins, as alſo of Metevrs, Vul- 
canos, Earthquakes, ; and the like; and this, 
they ſeem to think, is accounting ſufficiently for 
ue Appearances, and their Effects. But then, 
; the Sun ſhould have this Power of Exhals- 

ton or why«xefreſbing Showers ſhould: clothe 
the Pields with Flomem and Verdure; or how 
the fluid D Water ſbould be condenſed 
into A Part raſh ſolid Oak, or be- 
come ſubſtantial Nutriment for Man or Beaſt; 
or hen, or where, God will ri, 4 U. roving 
Wind, as in the Prophet: Feremiab, we read, 
he teatened to do againft Babylun; of all theſe 
2 I ſay, they At. confeſs chemſelves as 
as tlie moſt illiterate Peaſant. 
And thus, by the ſame Rule, had 2 Perſon 
of this way of Thinking lwed at the Fime when 
Saum and — deſtroyed hy Fire from 
Heaven, he would certainly have undertaken to 
account for it on Philoſophical Principles: He 
had doubtleſs diſcovered, that the Earth around 
thoſe Cities us ſtrongly impregnated with ſul- 
phureous and other infammable Materials; that 
Particles from theſe evaporated; and, being lighted 
by ſome natural Means in the Regions above, 
cauſed thoſ Showers of: Fire and Brimſtone, re- 
corded in e: But then hy theſe Cauſes 
* dormant and unactive bon abe Greation WW. - 
20 that 


[48] 
that Day; or bn 255 ſhould * 2 
only thoſe cup (NN! or why thaſe parti 
cular Cite, at that particular Time, wben the 
Meaſure of their Iniquities was full, when «they 
were become the Sinks: of Vice and Imp purity; 

when the Cry war ſ% great, aer 8 Sin fo 
grievous; — laſtly, how Lit ſhould fo exactly 
know the very Time when this Deſtructiom was 
to happen, and by that means ſave himſelf and 
his Family; of any of theſe Difficulties, 1 fay, - 
he — not have deviſed even a probable Solu- 
. tion; and therefore muſt have remained as much 
at a loſs as ever. For it ſeems to me to be a Conſi- 
deration of very little Conſequence, whether God 
immediately ſends forth his deſtroying Angel, as 
into the Camp of the: Afſyrians; or whether He 
makes uſe of Materials prediſpoſed to be the 
Inſtruments of his Vengeance, and ebener 
tors of his Wrath. 7 N 

Vet, with this ſhallow ſuperficial] 
do'we too often ſee theſe vain Reaſoners — 
and becauſe, perhaps, they ſee a Link or two of 
that great Chain —— by 
which ſome of the Antients allegorically repre- 
fented the Dependance of all earthly Things on 
the Divine Will; they never look farther, nor 
conſider where the d of it reaches, or to 
what it is connected. ett eng Je 


. 
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n ſhort; the Te dency of theſe Men's Argu- 
ments ſeems to. be to exclude a God, as much 
4s poſſible, from the Supetinte dence of worldly 
Affairs; and therefore, if they can ever im- 
perfegly) account for any Plienomena by natural 
Powers, it is with them à Tafficient Reaſon to 
deny a ſupernatural ene; though chey yore 
but know, that the Laws of Nature are but che 
Order of the God ef Nature; and ce Effe of 
them, the Reſults of his A pintmett/' 
1 ſhalt cenelude this of my Diſcourk 
with this Obſervation y chat if Opinions,” ſuch as 
I have been ſpeeking of; were lly received, 
a e che End -aboliſh al tions 
Addreſſes — Go, either for demporal Bleſ- 
| al Calamities :' Even our 
— 8 Prayer world bedekmed uh and gs 
cer; for if his Willis not as partic particularly teme in 
Earth, ar it i in Hebe why (ould we p pray 
each Day for our daily Bread Why, 110t to be led 
Aenne or 70:64 debe from Evil ? 
Fut, Seomdly, the other Error I mentioned, in 
ed 6 this Attribute; ariſes, as I faid, from too 
ſcrupulous und rigid à Senſe of God's Provi- 
dence; leading 
Conſequences; 45 Bude . mpes us, not only to de- 
nominate every trivial Misfortune, a direct Judg- L 
| Pony or Puniſhment from God, and even to 
8 | C2 8 aſſign 


» 
wo 
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to Superſtition, and other bd 


fo) 
aſſign a Reaſon for it; but alſo to. ſorm our Opi- 


Hons; of the. Characters of Men from the Good 


of? Evil which happens to them in this Life; than 
which, nathing can (in (general) be more falſe 
and eee e For how: often; do. we lee the 


beſt Men in this World moſt mifgrable?. and, 
© the contrary, the might became 1 ny mighty. in 
5 ob, Sacrates, and, above all, the Apoſtles 


2 Marth are roofs of the one; 

— Sof —— and Vice, 
= — — raiſed. go geſpotie Power, art as 
undeniable; Examples of che other Hit 97 ah {. 


Though, there ore, e are to gc iIege the 
Hand of, God in every ation, yet it does 
not follow. from thenge, 


his Judgments are a, Negp' which we cannot 


fathom, and his Ways, paſt our finding out. 
Nor are we preſumptupuſly to pronounce thę 


Merit or Demerit of thoſe, who are the Objects, 
either of his apparent Bleſſings, or Corrections; ſince 


be often puniſhes, When we think he rewards; 


and the Righteous is alten talen * from ile 
Evxil.to come. 2 


Goſpel appointed for the late Faſt Day, though 
1 Rar it is by ſome not properly underſtood. : 


Ys oY Suppoſe 


We are authorized ſh; 
to. determine the Reaſqus / of his Actings; lance 


5501 oF. comb. | 
This Matter is very cleardy, explained. i inthe 


ex 
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"of | © | 
Swppoſe ye, ys our $58%10U%! that" rboſs 
2 whom the Tower of Siloatn Fell, — 
Vinners above all e who Melt in Jeruſalem? _ 
ell you, nay; but ex 8 repent, ye | 
3 8 gn: m_— (2 ng, 342 1 5 
Now from this Paſſagt, it 15 I doubt, bent 
nferred, that: our Lord ts the Death of 
heſe Men as caſual and Aoridentel; in whicky 
od did not by any means interfere; whereas the 
vident Senſe af it is the. very reverſe; for, by 
s declaring to che Jews, that if they did not re- 
ent, they ould, all likewiſe \he- plainly. 
Arms, that the Death of theſe Men was from 
Gods: and by his ſaying; that thoſe Men were 


5 


7 


not Sinners above the reſt, he as explicitly aſſerts; 


1. they were, | notwithſtanding, Sinners — 
e therefore-puniſhed, thougir many equally 
X vere” 2 for Reaſons n only to 


Od. 1 1 3 nA £20 n 11. 10 
The true lr een ext therefore 
is, to caution us not to judge raſhly of others, 


or odrnparatively of oarſelves with thoſe ho are 
in any extraordinary Manner viſited by the Hand 
of God; but: only to take Warning from what 
happens to as good, or perhaps better Perſons, | 
to amend our Lives, leſt we alſo be conſumed. 
Jam now to apply the Doctrine I have deen 


e to ur n very pechliar Circum- 
ſtances; 


on 
ſtances; I mean, in regard to thoſe aſtoniſhing 
Calamities, which ſome Nations have lately ſo 
ſeverely felt, and which muſt very deeply affect 
the Mind of every Perſon, who i3 not utterly 
callous and dead to the Feelings of Compaſſion 
for the Miſeries of his Fellowy- creatures or. ſo 
ſtupidly inſenſible, as not to ſee that we are 
every - Day, nay, every Hour, liable to a like 
dreadful Viſitation; eſpecially, hen (I fear) we 
muſt in our Hearts acknowlege; that there is 
too much Reaſon to dread, that God jor or Sins 
ty de mt eb chris bloods 1-4-0: 
But is ſuch an Application theceſlary;? Can it 
be neceſiaty to warn the Criminal, who ſees the 
Sword of Juſtice drawn, and brandiſſied over his 
Head, to uſe all Means to avoid its Edge? 
V4; Is it poſſible that we, Who believe the Law 
and the Prophets, who have ſeen. them fulfilled 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; who muſt canſe- 
quently know, that doubtleſs there is a God that 
judgecb the Earth ; is it poſſible, I fay, that We 
2 at ien his Preſence ? 
_— in the Earth, and his -Terrors ſer in T 
_ dreadful Array before us; when not only Nation 
is rifing againſi Nation; when we hear (not only) 
of Mart, and Rumors of War; but when the very 
: 20; 5 Elements 


£ i; 1 

glements are at ad When every Quarter of 
his {6lid Globe is torn and ſhaken by inteſtine 
ſtrange Convulfions; when abe wwhols Crontion vr 
vailthh i Bain; when all things indeed conſpire 
to make us apprehend, that there is rene _ 
out from the Lord ! 

Les, my Brethren “ Siesta deneg theſe 
are Things, though Heaven; and Earth, and Nature, 
like ily? call us to immediate Reflection and 
},we Ay yet are there, I fear, too many 
re is among us, whom all theſe Tokens cannot rouze; 
Sim whom all theſe 8igns of an angry God cannot 
1, awaken to hinb an the Things-which belong unto 
their Peace'; but they fold their Arms as the Shug- 
gard, and hug themſelves in a falſe. Security : 
They ſay, Tomorrow ſhall be as this Day and 
Hatter themſelves, as St. Peter did his Maſter, 
when he foretold his own Sufferings, ſaying, 
Far be it . ny e went b ca 


unto thee. 

Fre-igood wad 3 _ 
Day lately appointed by public Authority, to 
alen * Kan out this Kingdom, with 
Prayer, with Faſting, and Mourning; that the 
united Addreſſes and Humiliation of a whole 
People may intercede for Mercy and it is 
too late), deprecate the Wrath of an offended 
God, and- avert his AEST 22 * Vet, 


as 


hearty Repentance, true Faith, ſinoete Refor 
mation, and Perſeverance in Well doing, the End: 


* 24 1 | 
as outward Acts of this kind are the Means, bur 


propoſed, it is ſtill my Duty, from this Place, 
to contribute (the little in on Fewer) - to tele 
RA Purpoſes. 

Come then, and let me 3 wich tka * let 
me aſk you, in the Name of God, in the Name 
of that God, before whoſe Judgment-Seat, we 
know not how ſoon, we- muſt all ſtand! In bis 
ſacred Name, I ſay, let me aſk you,, What He 
could do for this his Vinęyaru, which be - hath 
not done 9 What Mercies er he vouchſafe, 
which have not been ſhewed us? What Warn- 
ings could be given, which we have not receiyed 
Have not the Favours of his Providence, been 
wonderous; I may ſay, peculiar to us? For what 
Matiom is ſo Great, who hath had God ſo nigh unto 
them, as the Lord our God bath been, in all things 
that we have called upon him for? Have ue not 


heard with our Ears, and have not our Fathers de- 


clared unto us tbe noble Works which he did in 


their Days, and in the old. Time before them 5 I 


Does not this Iſland, though ſo remote from 
the Scene of our Saviour s Life and Suffering, 


lay claim, at leaſt, to the Honour of the farſt 


Chriſtian-King ? But, certainly, was very early 


bleſſed with the glad Tidings of the Goſpel: 
a 


— SG c 1 — 


_ 1 
When, in ſuceeding Ages, the Clouds of Igno- 
rance and Superſtition obſcured this glorious 
we nat (thropgh the Grace of God) among the 
firſt who broke the Yoke, and caſt away its Cords 
from #8 . VOTER e ee ORRT 
When, ſhortly after, the (falſely called) [noin- 
cibis Armada was ſent; to eruſh our Reformation 
in its Hirth, and overturn, our civil, as well as 
religious Rights, did not God, viſibly fight for us? 
expreſſed it on her Medals, Did not He), blowwith 
bis Wind, and they wers ſcatter ed? Again, when 
civil Diſcord and enthuſiaſtic F ury ſtabbed the 
very Vitals of our Conſtitution, both in Church 
and State, and triumphed over their Ruins, did 
not his over: ruling Will zurm the Hearts of Men 
like Rivers ef Water, and reſtore qur antient 
Form of Government in all its former Splendor? 
Prince endeavoured. to halt on once more our 
flavith. Shackles, did not his Providence again 
Diforder os Confulion, and procure us that happy 
Settlement under which we long have, and, I 
Attempts. of gur Enemies) enjoy, the invaluable 


U 26 1 
and. wholeſome: Laws ," Plenty, Property, and 
Liber? 
And now, when al theſe repeated AQs: of 
Goodneſs” have not had a proper Effect, but we 
have gone on till in our Wickelneſs, and. "fnned 
even while the Manna was yet in our Mouths ; 
have not of late the Threatenings of his Judg- 
ments been as remarkable as his paſt Mercies? 
Was not, ſome Vears ago, our proud Metropolis 
ſhaken by Earthquakes, for many Centuries 
unknown in this Climate: and yet without the 
leaſt Loſs or Damage in any particular: As if 
deſigned only to ſhew us what God might do, 
15 we continued to provoke himm y 
Has not this Nation been viſited likewit: with 
"a Plague among the Cattle ſo that he Or was 
not frong to labour, nor was his F leſh deemed 
wholeſome for the Food of Man? * 2 
And, above all, at this Inſtant, do we not daily 
hear of Earthquakes in dire, Placel; ; of fearful 
Agitations both of Earth and Water; of Moun- 
tains falling into 'the Midſt of the Sea; the 
Waves thereof roaring, ſcorni ing their” former 
Bounds, and rr Deſolation over ruined 
Countries? 
Has not (almoſt before our Eyes) 5 Aoutiſh- 
ing Capital of a Kingdom in ſtrict Ane 


and — with us, * ſo * deſtroy 
that, 


(#1) 


that, a Lhe Jo eruſalem, ſcarcely one Stone is left 


upon another; while others have been ſwallowed 
up, and whole Armies buried in the Bowels of 
the Earth? Are we not, at the ſame time, 


threatened by the Arm of Man, as well as that 
of God ? And though I doubt not but, by the 


Wiſdom of our King and Legiſlature, we are as 
well prepared, in this reſpect, as human Strength 
and Policy will admit; yet we muſt remember, 
that the Batile it not always to the Strong ;. and 
that therefore, if God goes nut farth with our 


Fleets and Armies, it is not aur Bous, or other 


Implements of War, in which we can tuft; ; nor. 


it it our Swords alone which can help us. 


Upon. the whole then, what Warning (I mul 
again repeat it, what Warning), either from Hea- 
ven or Earth, from God or Man, hath not been 
given us? And ſhall nothing move us? Shall 


they all be vain and ineffectual? Shall we 
be deaf to every Call, whether of Love, or 
Fear; of Gratitude, or even Self- ins 


Shall we provoke the Lord of Hoſts, till the 


Enemy is even at our Gates? Will we not ſhake 
off our Lethargy, till the very Houſe we ſleep in 


totters over our Heads? Will not the wicked Bo 


turn from his Wickedneſs, and ſtrive to ſave his 
Soul alive, till the very Spot of Earth on which he 
ſtands cleaves aſunder, and he goes down quick 


D 2 into 


4 


into me Biz; Ihe Mpneb and, bis) . 


? Should he not rather inſtantly fly far from 


the Precipice of Vice, and cry (wich arge 
Ifrad) ;-—Left the Earth fuanklow:me alſo Þ. 


| Alas lif fuch complicated Mercies and Threat | 


ngs ſhould have no Influence upon us, ho-. 


oily mg ight our Saviour ſay 5 


— — Woe to ther, Brj- 
Zain! Woe to thee; inco 


repented in Sackcloth.and Afbes. - 

But, Thanks be to Heaven! wear yer uchi 
Side the Grave; we are yet in the Hands of 1 
God, who raab remembereth Mercy. 

Oh! then, let us lay faſt bold. of this bleffed 
Hope, and work while it ir called To. day, teff the 
IVight come, in which mo Man tan 9". th This 
Work, we all muſt know, comſiſts in Penitence 
and Prayer; what every Man is to repent of, 
he is to ſearch Jr in the Bottom of his Heart; 
ve have all a faithful Monitor within, who will 

not fail to tell us in what, how oſt, and hon 
grievouſſy we have offended: And, God grant 
that a moſt ſcandalous Neglect of his Worſhip 
and Ordinances, a ſtrange Spiri of  Protanenels 
and avowed "ION" of that ebe Blood 


which 


Land] For of the 
Work "which have. been: done in bee, had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, - they Yo 
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be hot found in the blake 0 


bich was mes fer ws 


atalopus:! . TVs * [35 300: 
But . wa 405 hoi be ar rel Be Kr | 
, yet with the Lord there's Merty; he is more 
cadyay Hear; Mn e t FE 2 — 
hat he deſmeth not tlie ads tg dür 
ather that he Thould burn from his Wickednef, 


nd hve, © * R N at 005991: wy 
Let ws men 46 es. Part; and; a he emp 


rito Hearts for Peace and Parodi: Let the Great 
and Opulent learn how rranfitory is "worldly 

omp and Gtandeur; how vaim it is to truſt in 
he Multitude of Riches, from the recent Inſtance 
f 43 —ů rs nd by ole 


5 ——— ad chen Tai un 
fercy to the Poor ; Te I „ 

f the Lord, weep between the Porch e Ay: 
ind Jer then fay, Th 2 Pep O Lord? a 
een 2 and let them 
A⁊Lealouſly 


[30] 
zcalouſly, endeavour,..both by Exhottation.: and 
Example, by Preaching and Ling to ſet forth 
God's true and lively Word, ſo een bori 
themſelves. and thoſe that bear them... 

Let the Poor learn, in whacſarver: 8 tate * 
are, therewith zo be content; and, fiance they ſee 
ſo evidently, that Riches e Wings, and fly 

away, let this teach them, 20 lay up Treaſtires 
for themſelves in Heaven, where neither Ruſt. no 
Moth doth corrupt, and, where Thieves'do not rea 
through and ſteal; nay, which the Rage of Ele 
ments, and Wreck of Worlds, could not deſtroy 

Laſtly, Let every Individual /mite bis Breaf p 
and ſay (with the humble an 1 be mer 
ciful to me, a Sinner 
I have now treſpaſſed, perhaps, too long upo 

your Time; but the Subject, I hope, will pleac 
my Excuſe, In our preſent alarming Circum 
ſtances, ſome Minutes extraordinary may ſurel 
be allowed to the Conſideration of our God, ou 
Duty, our Means of preſent Happineſs, and ou 
Salvation in the World to come. Many are thi 


Hours, the Days, nay, the Years, which we de of 

vote to Pleaſures, to Riot, to Vanity, to Vice 
And what is the Fruit of thoſe Things, but futun th 
Shame and Sorrow ?. whereas, if we now emplo ol 
ourſelves properly; that is, if we now ſincere 
acknowlege our Tranſgreſſions, and hencefort 
3 


[#8 1. 


eſolve to an NO 1 What may ve not hnope 
from the Favour of a reconciled Go God d Even for 
en righteous Perſons,” He promiſed Abraham to 
pare a populous City: I truſt, there are in this 
Nation, many Thouſands ſuch : Who knows, 

but Thouſands more may be added, b bach 
Reſdlutions formed on this Occafion ? © 
And indeed, the exemplary and truly religious 2 
F Obſervance of the late folemn Faſt, in this City; 
Inot only by the abſolute Ceſſätion of all trivial 

Amuſements, as well as worldly Occupations, but 


People, of all Ranks and Degrees, at the Houſes 
of God, where, from the Decency of their Be- 
I haviour, their earneſt Attention, and apparent 
Devotion, we may, I truſt, truly judge, that 
God was worſhi pped in the Beauty of Holineſs : 
This, I fay, muſt give every ſincere Chriſtian 
. Fore, Hope, that there is ſtill a Spark of 
Piety left in this Nation, which (by the Grace of 
oh may yet kindle into a Flame, riſe up as In- 
_cenſe before Him, and produce i in us the Fruit 
of good Works. | 
If this be the happy Conſequence (Which may 
i the Father of all Mercies grant!) we may con- 
N fidently hope, nay, we may reſt aſſured, that 
= God will be intreated for the Land. Then, 
need we not fear, though the Earth be moved, 
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alſo, by the very extraordinary Appearance of 
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pr ee Mountains | * — Tompeſt 

De Lord. of Hol; He will bo ui in us 
Th God of Jacob . eee fit ef 
Net 58 2d Fein bnghioin tl 3 
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a our Creator, 
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